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In my welcome remarks I will resist the temptation to intervene on the substance of 

today’s conference, “Conflict and cooperation in the Mediterranean: Mare nostrum or 

global space” in the framework of the Young Bled Strategic Forum, and restrain myself to 

say how glad I am to see that my initial proposal last year has borne fruit even beyond the 

original expectations. 

Indeed, after Istituto Affari Internazionali and Centre for European Perspectives 

agreed to have in the Young BSF 2018 edition the conference on “The Mediterranean 

Dimension of the OSCE” in the context of the then Italian presidency, their cooperation 

developed further and led to this event, with the support of the Italian Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and International Cooperation, Compagnia di San Paolo, International Affairs and 

OSCE. I am therefore very grateful to IAI Vice President, Mr. Greco and to Young BSF 

Director and CEP representative, Ms. Muherina. I would like to thank them, as well as all 

the scholars and experts from academia and think tanks that will take the floor today. I 

also would like to express my appreciation to the representatives of Slovenian authorities, 

Ambassador Logar from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Honorable Peric, Head of the 

National Assembly’s delegation to the OSCE parliamentary assembly, for their 

contribution to today’s proceedings. 

A special welcome and thank you also goes the protagonists of the Young Bled 

Strategic Forum, a group of committed and qualified people. I am convinced that foreign 

policy is not only the prerogative of governments and diplomats, but needs and must be 

enriched by the contribution of think tanks, NGOs and civil society at large, of which the 

youth constitutes an essential and most promising element. In democratic regimes, the 

more policies are shared, understood and supported the better. I have taken also 

initiatives in addition to Young BSF during my mission in Slovenia, for instance with the 

conference organized in and with the University of Ljubljana for the 20th anniversary of 

the Rights of the Child convention with the active involvement of the students from all 

Slovenian universities. 
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Finally, I would like to invite you all to the buffet lunch at the end of our debate, 

offered by the Italian Embassy in Ljubljana as part of our financial effort in support of 

today’s conference. 


