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THE CONCEPT

How can we become more innovative societies? How can European economies, such as Italian or  Slovenian,
return to sustainable growth? How can we take a greater advantage of the educated people, deriving from our
educational systems, research institutes and projects, most often financed through public funding, and create
business environment that would be more capable to absorb knowledge and scientific achievements? 
What are the most suitable examples of social structures, organisations and business solutions that improve the
absorption capacity for innovation? And in what ways can we take advantage of the “digital age” to improve
innovation transmission? These and related questions are the core of interest of Italians and Slovenians alike
and have become essential in the quest for a more coherent, and socially and economically successful Europe. 
The third edition of Italian Business Forum addresses the challenge of innovation absorption, suggests several
successful  examples  deriving  from Italy  and  Slovenia  and  challenges  participants  to  take  part  in  a  fruitful
dialogue.  

Slovenia features appreciable excellences in scientific and technological research: advanced laboratories together
with researchers and universities' of recognized international level, resulting in a significant production of research
and patents, which however do not find adequate end-use in national manufacturing.

Italian  Technological  Districts  can  share  success  experiences  and  suggest  some  possible  approaches  to  the
challenge.  Technological  districts  integrate  and  branch  main  industries  with  satellite  activities,  incorporating
permanent aspects of research and innovation, sometimes operated by independent structures.

The  ability  of  a  country  to  spread  technological  innovation  within  its  manufacturing  base  or,  reversing  the
perspective, the ability of the productive base to stimulate and incorporate the results of technological research, is
function of several facilitating factors: proximity of research laboratories to production centres, access mode to
research  results,  presence  of  direct  and  indirect  promoters  (such  as  non-specialised  media  sources  of  wide
circulation). A central issue is the identification of the correct instruments to connect the productive apparatus to
the excellence of  technological  research at  its  disposal,  moving from the “analogical”  to the faster and more
effective “digital” communication, and reinforce its focus on the innovation in the sectors and activities where it
can best  stimulate  sustainable  growth.  The 3rd  Italian  Business  Forum will  articulate  and  develop  the  above
mentioned concept offering representatives of public institutions, academia and business the opportunity to share
their views and experience. 

The  institutional  aspect will  reinforce  the  role  of  national  and  European  institutions  and  instruments  (digital
agenda, investments and financing, promotion, etc.) aiming at improving real economy absorption of innovation
and  technological  development  as  a  main  driver  of  competitiveness.  The  academic  panel will  focus  on  the
innovation transmission facilitators identified by literature and academic research, and outline the efficiency gains
of the digital approach connecting research to industry. Testimonials, among them representatives of successful
business cases, at the final round-table, will  present and analyse Italian and Slovenian success stories, building
upon their own industrial peculiarities (Italian Districts and Slovenian Companies - contractors) to identify common
interest experiences and applicable strategies to cope with the present competitiveness challenges.

The roundtable will be followed by a networking session including a buffet lunch and a media forum. 
Speaker will remain available for further discussions and contacts with the media.

Please, confirm your participation by e-mail: ibf@ijs.si 
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